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GSCA Board Proposed Restructure of the Area Committees to 

Event Committees  

 This article has been reprinted with the per-
mission of the GSCA Board of Governors. It 
originally appeared in the November 2011 is-
sue of the GSCA News. 

For a number of years the current or-
ganization of the Gordon Setter Club of 
America has been a topic of discussion 
in our Club. Early on in the history of 
the Club, groups of members formed to 
hold GSCA events. A few of these 
groups went on to become licensed In-
dependent Specialty Clubs and now 
hold AKC licensed events under their 
own name (e.g. TarTan, Nodrog, 
Golden Gate & North Country). The re-
maining groups are GSCA Area Com-
mittees. 

The Area Committee structure came 
into being in the mid -1970's. The idea 
was for local groups to mimic the struc-
ture of a club, while continuing to run 
events in GSCA's name. The thought at 
the time was these groups would not 
move toward independence but con-
tinue to function as local 'arms' of 
GSCA. 

In the 1980's the Board of Governors 
shifted its position and local groups 
were encouraged to move toward the 
development of independent local 
Gordon Setter Clubs as we see in other 
breeds (e.g. The Irish Setter Club of 
Michigan, Western Irish Setter Club, 
Irish Setter Club of Georgia, etc). 

However, most recently, it has be-
come apparent that many local groups 
simply do not have enough 'people re-
sources' to meet the AKC requirements 
for independent licensed club status. 

Over the years, this has lead to some 
confusion and resulted in AKC fines 
when a local unlicensed club used its 
own logo or name in publicity for a 
GSCA event. Additionally, some local 
Gordon Setter groups have expressed 
dismay at what some see as the arduous 
requirements, more than 15 in number 
imposed on Area Committees (see the 
Policies & Procedures Manual at p. 6 
for details).  

In order to try to alleviate the confu-
sion and to improve the GSCA's organ-
izational structure, the current GSCA 
Board has developed the following 
guidelines. These are the result of sev-
eral Boards' input over the past several 
years. It is the GSCA Board's hope that 
these changes to the Club's Policies 
and Procedures will help define an 
Event Committee (formerly known as 
an Area Committee) and its relation-
ship and duties to GSCA. 

The Area Committees within the 
GSCA were started at different times 
and many do not have the same struc-
ture, either in their financial setup or 
their Boards of Directors. The re-
structuring of the Area Committees has 
been evaluated by the GSCA Board of 
Governors for several years. Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) reporting as 
well as GSCA membership require-
ments will need to be reviewed for 
consistency. Reviewing this list of fu-
ture changes is the first step in the re-
structuring process. 

 continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 

Proposed Future Change(s)  

1. Area Committees (ACs) will, from this point 
forward, be referred to as Event Committees 
(ECs). Event Committees will function as a com-
mittee of the GSCA, will host AKC events, and all 
members of Event Committees must be GSCA 
members. Groups of Gordon Setter fanciers that 
do not host GSCA events will be referred to as 
Local Clubs. (Note: GSCA events including, but 
not limited to, AKC events and GSCA sponsored 
events like meetings, fun days, fundraising for 
GSCA events, etc. are covered by the Gordon 
Setter Club of America liability insurance. Non
-GSCA members may work at GSCA events as 
long as they are working under a GSCA member 
BUT they cannot be listed as a committee mem-
ber for GSCA/AKC events.)  

 2.  Local Clubs will not host GSCA events. Local 
clubs need 
to have bank accounts which are separate from 
the GSCA bank account and established using the 
Federal Tax ID number of the local club, not the 
GSCA Federal Tax ID number. Local clubs also 
need to have their own  insurance.  (Note:  It 
is NOT necessary to form a local club if area 
wants to function as an GSCA Event Committee 
only.)  

3.  The Event Committee (EC) general bank ac-
counts with the GSCA tax ID number need to be 
named (for example) Gordon Setter Club of 
America, Inc., d/b/a The Great Lakes Event 
Committee. 

4.  A second account is recommended for Res-
cue activities. The tax ID number will be the 
same as used for the above (EC) account and, as 
another example, this account might be named 
Gordon Setter Club of America, Inc., d/b/a Great 
Lakes Rescue. 

5.  The Event Committees will no longer need 
a Board of Directors. You will only need a 
Chairman, a Treasurer and a Secretary. 

6.  If you want to retain or form a local club in ad-
dition to the Event Committee, please create a 
different name for each. Please ensure that the 
Event Committee names be regional in style.  

EXAMPLES  

 

7.   If the current Area Committee and the Local 
Club funds are currently in one bank account, the 
Event Committee will need to establish another 
account and will decide on the distribution of 
funds from the current account.  

8.   No dues will be collected by the Event Com-
mittee, but donations may be accepted to offset 
costs like an EC newsletter. 

9.  Event Committee Reports will need to go to 
the Recording Secretary for Board Meeting Agen-
das three times a year.  

10.Event Committee bank statements must be 
sent  to the GSCA Treasurer quarterly  

This information has already been distributed to 
all Area Committees with comments due back to 
GSCA Recording Secretary Denise Paquette 
(denise@relativityfarm.com).  

Your feedback is important during this transi-
tionðplease forward your comments to your 
local Area Committee.  

ðGSCA Officers and Board of Governors 

 

Current AC Name/

Location 

New Event Committee 

Name 

Gordon Highlanders 

(WI/IL)  

Great Lakes Event 

Committee 
Miami Valley (OH)  Midwest Event Com-

mittee 

Greater Atlanta (GA) Southeast Event Com-

mittee 

New Mexico Gor-

donites (NM)  

Southwest Event Com-

mittee 
Sunbelt (TX) South Central Event 

Committee 

Badgerland (WI/UP of 

MI)  

Wisconsin Event Com-

mittee 
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Below is the slate proposed by the nominating committee for the 2011 election. Both Rhonda Cor-

num and Patricia Chin are stepping down from the board. We would like to thank them for their ser-

vice to the club. 

Officers:  

President - Dan Dunham 

Vice President - Terry Anderson 

Treasurer - Becky Haley 

Secretary - Carol Black 

Board of Governors:  

Betty Bradbury  

Cheri Dunham 

Carla Joyce 

Patty Wagner 

Ron Jacobson 

 

Nominations from the floor has closed. The election will be held at the Fall meeting at 

the hunt test in Milner, Ga.  

 

Nominating Committee:  

Cheri Dunham - cheridan@live.com  

Betty Bradbury - bthorngset@aol.com  

Becky Haley - loveappies@comcast.net  

 

 

 

2011 GSCGA Elections 
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Website:   Created a page on our GSCA website for the 2013 National listing all committee chairs and their 
members. 

Finance:  Patricia has set up the account and is now researching the method to accept credit card payments. 
GSCA seed money has been received. 

Superintendents:  After reviewing the proposals submitted the decision was made to hire Foy Trent. He was 
13% ï 30% lower than other superintendents. They are also very familiar with the Choo Choo as they have 
worked shows at their facility previously. He will amend the contract to remove the ribbons as the trophy 
committee will be buying those direct from a ribbon supplier.   

Photographer:  We have a contract with Phyllis Ensley. She requested RV space in lieu of a hotel room. I 
have forwarded that information to Ellen Jones and Tony Albers.  

Fund raising:  

Pre 2012 fundraising:  

Lobster raffle : We have sold 173 tickets to date that we know of - 13 members have not responded to enquir-
ies regarding sales. Current profit based on 173 tickets is approximately $1560. 

Online Yard Sale: The ebay and paypal has been acct set up. We set the accts up under the GSCGA not the Na-
tional account as we want to be able to use it for our own events. We will transfer any incoming 2013 funds to 
Patricia for deposit. The first item a HP Printer donated by Dan & Cheri has just been listed. Sent an email out 
to GSCGA members explaining how it works and asked for donations. 

All Aboard Names : Terry created an ad and sent it in to Sue Drum for the Dec GSCA newsletter. There were 
some concerns that it would impeded on 2012ôs fund raising efforts. Barbara Burns explained our concept to 
the board that we were not selling the logo shirts just space on the back of them. We need to sell them in ad-
vance of 2012 so they will be available when we launch.  The board is ok with the idea. Amy Johnson dis-
cussed with Cindy Fitzgerald of Tartan to ensure they are aware that we are not selling the actual shirts. Tar-
tan is ok with us running the ad.  

Microchipping : We chipped 3 dogs at the AOC agility trial. We plan another microchip clinic for the Hunt 
Test. 

Hunt Test Non-Regular classes: The puppy & hunting dogs stakes are listed in the premium. Profits from 
these classes will go towards 2013.  

Puzzle Shirts : This is a Greater Atlanta Fund raiser. As Greater Atlanta will donate a yet to be specified 
amount from the proceed of the sales, I am including it in this update. The vendor has been selected. Shirts 
were ordered in sizes from S to 3XL, colors are azalea pink and sky blue. The shirts have been delivered to the 
screen printer. We hope to have the shirts available by Thanksgiving. Need someone to transport them to Eu-
kanuba to sell at the Meet the Breeds booth. Terry created an ad for the GSCA Dec issue. I sent an email of the 
ad to GSCGA  members and will add the shirts to our website fundraiser page and also ebay. Ellen Jones will 
be taking the orders and shipping them out. 

Visa Card Raffle:  This is a repeat of last yearôs raffle. I will hand out the left over raffle books from last spring 
at the Jonesboro Rd shows in Feb. 

Post  2012 fundraising  

Silent Auction: Dan  & Karen Arterberry are in charge. I have agreed to store the items and transport them to 
the National.  

Pat Hasting Seminar  : After review of the possible locations the building with the best facilities and best pric-
ing is Cheatam Hill Community Center. We will have to move the date from Aug 4th to Aug 5th as CHCC is not 
available on the 4th. PH willing to change date. Suggested registration is $85 for early bird and $95 for regular. 
We will take walk up registrations as room permits. We will need to rent a lapel mic and projector screen. The 
committee for this event is Betty Bradbury, Dan & Cheri Dunham, Carol Black and myself . 

2013 National Update 
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Continued from page 4  

Logo: The logo committee held a conference call, Barbara Burns attended in an advisory role. Nancy and Carla are re-
searching clothing items to sell. Tom Haley added the lettering around the cartoon. Ellen meeting with vendors.  

Senior Handling and Triathlon classes : These will be fun classes at the National. You can preregister or register on site. 
Still need to finalize the point structure for the triathlon and recruit a volunteer to manage them.  

Hotel room raffle : We will receive free rooms based on the number of reservations the Choo Choo receives. The current 
plan is to raffle these rooms off. Still working out the details - may raffle off one day at a time or the whole week. If we 
raffle them off by the day there are more chances for people to win. 

Grooming Space: We will be selling grooming space and electricity. We need a member to coordinate this effort. 

RV spaces: We will be selling RV space, there is room for approx. 30 RVôs. Tony Albers is in charge of RVôs. 

Week at the Beach Raffle:  Ellen is working with someone who owns a rental house in Cape Hatteras, Outer Banks NC  to 
offer us 1 week house rental to raffle off at a discounted rate and a 3 day weekend free rental.   

Publicity:  Reviewed requirements with Barbara and shared with Terry. We can have some low key ads prior to 2012. 
We will need to have a major launch prepared for after 2012 that will include preliminary schedules, judges, fund raising 
effort, banquet and dinner information, catalogue advertising,  etc The ads we place in the GSCA newsletter are free. 
Terry is working on a template for the launch and will add in info as it comes available . 

Judges: I have followed up with Barbara and Patty to ensure we have the correct procedure in place for hiring. Patty is 
in charge of contacting them and getting the contracts signed. The top three judges are 1. Joseph Gregory 2. Sam Hous-
ton McDonald and  3. Linda More.  As previously voted on Puppy sweeps will be judged by Charlie Edwards and Veteran 
Sweeps will be judged by Nena Dee. Charlie and Nena have accepted the assignments. 

Hospitality:   I have received the bags donated by Purina for the hospitality bags. Cheri is now in charge of hospitality. 
Once the logo has been decided on a gift item will need to be selected. Menus need to be chosen for the banquet and din-
ner. Will need flowers for win pics.  

Performance:  Carla is working with Carol to potentially use the grounds at Carolôs agility club, if this does not work we 
have two days secured at PDX.  

Hunt Test: Carol Black is the chair, Becky Haley to secretary. Grounds have been visited ï Old Farmhouse Hunting 
Preserve located in Dunlap, TN.  

Trophies: We held a committee conference call to discuss trophies. Barbara Burns attended to answer any questions. 
The trophy committee will also be in charge of purchasing the ribbons. Mary to contact Carla in regards to trophies/
ribbons needed for performance events. The current budget stands at $4000 for trophies, reviewing other National ex-
penditures we may need to bump that to $5000.  

Grounds: The grounds are secured. Ellen has contacted various vendors in regards to tents and golf carts. We will start 
selling RV space at the conclusion of 2012.  

Judges Education:  Gary Anderson is in charge of Judge's ed. He will need  a room with 10 to 12 chairs, two tables, a 
power point projector and a screen.  He will provide the time once the judging schedule is in place. 

Breeders Education:   Barbara Burns is in charge of Breeder's ed, she will advise us on space, time and AV equipment 
needs.  

Parade of Rescues: Kathy Hubbard from the Highlanders rescue has organized several parades in the past and is will-
ing to help us set it up. Anna Niggler will be contacting Kathy for information.   

Archives: Nance Skoglund is in charge of setting up the Archives for the National. 

Schedule: I am working on the scheduling and am waiting on the date for the agility trial in order to submit a proposed 
schedule to the GSCGA board for approval. 

 

Update prepared by Becky Haley 

 

As you can see there is a lot involved in hosting the National if you have not already signed up 
on a committee please consider doing so.  
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Candids from Jonesboro Road  
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Candids from Jonesboro Road  


