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People who know me well and have read Part 1 

complain that I did not explain enough. Why 

Gordon Setters? Why Beau? Why did I only 

have males for 10 years of my Gordon owner-

ship? 

To my mind it was very simpleéLike most of 

my generation; I thought you got your dogs 

from classified ads in the newspaper. I have 

learned better since then but do not disdain 

classifieds as much as many breeders do be-

cause there are still very many people who 

have no clue where to look for a puppy of a 

particular breed.  These are people who go to 

pet stores and perpetuate the national shame 

of puppy mills.  

We do not make ourselves and knowledge of 

our dogs available to the general public. 

Soapbox over. 

I had read a lot about all of the AKC dog 

breeds.  I liked the advertised personality of 

Gordon Setters and their beautiful appearance. 

 I will admit that I was almost as attracted to 

the Saluki breed, but I saw an ad for a Gordon 

Setter first, so that was my first dog as an 

adult.  I joined the GSCA and went to work 

training Beau for obedience and looking for a 

show quality male. 

I met the owner of Kelôs dad at a match that 

was held at Fort Knox, Kentucky.  They were 

planning a breeding to a Flintlok bitch and 

offered me one of the puppies.  I sold my only 

TV so I could afford that puppy.  

By then I had heard of field trials but I had no 

contacts in the world of field trialing.  I never 

could find one that I could visit or enter in that 

part of the country.  

When I was on active duty in the Army, I could 

have been deployed at any moment, so I made 

the decision that seemed wisest to me - I 

would be active in my chosen breed, but I 

would not set myself up for failure by having 

too many dogs to be able to afford to board 

them long term if I went to war.   As a member 

of the 194th Armored Brigade, I often traveled 

for several weeks at a time to support training 

exercises.  A litter of puppies would not have 

been reasonable. 

End of interlude.  

I was stationed in Fort Irwin (the desert train-

ing center) when I began my field trialing ca-

reer. I joined the Southern California Gordon 

Fanciers and went to all the field trials I could 

get to.  Although I trained with a Brittany guy, 

I never trialed with anyone but the setter 

crowd.  There was so much interest there that 

there might be 3 separate pointing breed field 

trials on the same weekend; one setter only, 

one Brittany only and one for GSPs. 

My Life  Part II - The Breeder Years 

 by Carol Black 

A Blackhurst litter  
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When I transferred to Fort Rucker, Alabama,  Bama Brit-

tany Club was just beginning.   I went to every trial they had 

in the late 80ôs and early 90ôs.  Now they allow Brittanys 

only.  I also trialed at the Georgia Brittany Club trials in 

Jackson and traveled to Florida for the Tampa Bay trials 

held by the Viszla Club and some held by the GSP Club of 

North Florida. In those early years, Racket always placed at 

least once per trial.  We picked up her puppy and Derby 

points, then I sent her to Don Thomas in Virginia to be 

broke steady to wing and shot.  I worked her at home when 

I got her back.  The first trial that I entered her in was The 

Central Florida GSP club where she placed twice in 2 runs. 

We ran some more but she was coming unbroken.  I tried 

sending her to Randy Mackey in California where she 

placed many times and picked up her open major. Poor 

Racket never got any more points.  She died suddenly of 

something when she was 10 ½.  Poor Racket, poor me. 

As Racketôs only offspring, Edge had many faults.  She was 

small, almost coatless and had hip dysplasia.  She did, how-

ever, produce excellent hips, good strong bird drive, and a 

lovely head.  She had a deep chestnut color to her tan 

points, an elegant neck and top line and a wonderful bal-

anced gait.  Every time I look around for another line to go 

to, I find myself going back to her well.  

Edge was not a very big running dog after she broke out, 

but she had a phenomenal memory for where she had 

found birds before.  If she had ever been on a course before 

and found a bird, she would go straight there as soon as 

released and looked like a fast, forward-moving dog.  

Though she had no Field Trial points, she had many place-

ments.  She retrieved barely well enough to qualify as a sen-

ior hunter.  

Of her offspring from 2 litters, Edge had 4 champions and 2 

more almost.  She should have more of a legacy for the 

quality that she produced. 

Edgeôs first grand litter was from another mismate.  Some-

how, Rebel (her son) broke into the backyard where her 

daughter Jo was isolated in heat.  This was the F litter of 

which Jo managed to raise 4.  One of those lives with Patty 

Wagner ïChampion Fancy Phree of Overlook, JH.  There 

are 2 pet boys in South Carolina and 1 pet girl in Pennsyl-

vania. 

I was very happy with the Addie/Edge breeding, so I took 

an Edge daughter Delilah back to him.  That resulted in my 

G litter including Champion Blackhurst G.I. Jane, JH 

(Demi) that finished early with 4 majors.  That girl was so 

sound!  Ironically, she then was beaten by the class bitch in 

the breed ring the day after she finished.  Blackhurst is a 

very specialized taste not shared by many breed judges. 

Denim (Blackhurst Denim N Lace, JH, CD) was better than 

many of her competition who have since finished.  When 

she began to gray around the head, we retired her from her 

show career and bred her to Carla Joyceôs Winston.  The 

litter did not make her body more mature, but it was suc-

cessful in other ways, resulting in Roadie Ch Blackhurst 

Heck on Wheels, JH and Hagrid Ch Blackhurst Hagrid 

BBBirdhunter, JH, CD.  Bred, owned and trained by Ed and 

Norma Rockwell, Hagrid was the second BBB produced by 

Blackhurst.  

I tried another outcross breeding Demi to Cutter.  Dual 

Champion Tartana Cutty Sark.  Like her mom Jo, Demi had 

difficulty bearing the litter and lost ½ of the whelps.  The 

pick from that litter was wry -mouthed so was placed in a 

pet home as soon as it became clear that the bite would not 

correct itself.  This was my I litter.  

About the time that Roadie and Hagrid were born, Helen 

Howard and Suzie De Silver co-bred a litter using Rickie, 

(Champion Sea Gems You must Remember This) the prod-

uct of a frozen semen breeding of the late, great Gordon 

Hill Casablanca, and Blue, a Gordon Hill bitch who was in a 

pet home. 

I was fortunate to be offered one of the girls in a co-

ownership with Suzie and Helen.  Since that was Suzieôs Q 

litter, she became Dual Champion Gordon Hill QT for Over-

look- my first (and probably only) dual champion.  I was 

also fortunate that Suzie was willing to use her kennel name 

and reputation to persuade James Basham to train QT. I 

took her from whelping box to early training to her first 

field trials as a puppy/derby. In the fall of her second year,  

Demiôs 1st Show 



3 

Continued from page 2é 

Jim took her in for preschool and ran her in a few trials as a 

puppy.  This is where she won so many puppy stakes, and 

placed in so many others that she was GSCA puppy of the 

year in 2004.  That same year, she was second place Derby 

of the year. 

QT was a natural runner and a good hunter.  I handled her 

in her open Derby win and both of her majors to result in 

her field championship.  

 A field championship requires 10 points, at least six of 

which must come from adult ñbroke dogò stakes.  Of those, 

3 points must be from a major stake with at least 13 com-

petitors.  The point schedule is nationwide and all of the 

pointers and setters may compete, or a specific trial may be 

limited to a breed or group of breeds. 

QT was not a very big running dog after she was broke. She 

lost a lot of style and range in the process, but she was very 

clean and honest. 

A personal matter interfered with my canine endeavors in 

2006:  In February, I was diagnosed with Stage IIIB breast 

cancer and began chemotherapy.  After 3 months of aggres-

sive Chemo, I had a double mastectomy and began my re-

covery. 

 I did not have a good recovery and was in the hospital 

when my friends and family took my dogs to the national 

that yearénothing of course. 

 Poor Linda my sister, who is 6 years younger than I, had 

breast cancer in 1998 and lung cancer in 2000. Her drive to 

Ohio was a real problem because she was suffering the ef-

fects of an undiagnosed brain tumor, apparently secondary 

to either her breast or lung incident.  She had severe head-

aches, vision problems and fell asleep at the wheel a lot.  

Fortunately, my brother -in-law Mark took over the wheel 

and they got safely home. 

Lindaôs tumor was diagnosed in June of 2006 and she was 

instantly hospitalized for surgery.  She was in the hospital 

for a week while the doctors medicated her to get the swell-

ing in her brain down; they then removed the tumor and 

discharged her 48 hours later with instructions not to drive 

for six months.  My new job was Linda driver.  

Linda has recovered from all of her cancers and has a full 

time job and her own apartment in Chattanooga now.  She 

was first in her class of vascular technologists in spite of 

having that brain tumor.  

I wanted to breed Jo one time for myself.  She was in heat 

at the national held at Kingôs Island in Ohio, where she 

placed 4th in the Bred by Exhibitor Class.  Helen Howard 

and I decided to breed her to Ch Synergyôs Macintosh, a son 

of Ricky, co bred by Helen and Toni Thomas of Florida.  

This resulted in the J litter.  In that litter, here are 2 major 

pointed offspring, and 3 OFA excellent hips. All except 1 

have J call names.  There is Jet, Justice, Jude, Jack, Jus-

teen, Jupiter and Joker.  The other one is Rudy. 

There was no ñkò litter.  My sister Kathleen had a bitch 

from my G litter and Jack from my J litter.  When Jack was 

less than 1 tear old, he bred with Shiloh, producing an enor-

mous litter and a big problem -the local vet waited too long 

to begin a C section and delivered 15 dead puppies and a 

dead mom.  Poor Shiloh, poor Kathleen, poor me ïonly 

able to advise and commiserate from 600 miles away! 

Roadie beat QT one time in a field trial puppy stake, when 

they were being judged by a trainer who liked discipline 

better than extreme range.  She did earn her JH before she 

turned 7 months old, though, my youngest dog ever to earn 

a title of any kind.  

QTôs last show 

Justice in the ring in Atlanta  
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Roadie is larger and hairier than most of what I have pro-

duced, so I had more leeway in selecting a stud for her.  I 

went to Randy Youngôs Tartana Mystic Traveler, now a 

Champion and a Senior Hunter.  At the time, I thought he 

was going to be the next dual champion but he was too con-

trolled.  He got many placements but never hit the jackpot 

in field trials.  

That was myò Lò litter.  Only one went to a show home: 

Blackhurst Lush Lemon drop Martini, JH, who is a lovely 

bitch battling the Wisconsin crowd of size and hair for her 

show championship.  Sheôs in a great home.  Another mem-

ber of that litter is back home for a time.  He is Blackhurst 

Like a Jedi Knight (R2) and looks a lot like his mom.  

Only 2 1/2 more litters to go!  

The ñMò litter was QT to ET and was an odyssey in itself.  

ET is the only Dual Champion Gordon Setter who has ever 

won an all-breed best in show, but he lived in Northern 

California.  His owner, Carolyn Gold, didnôt want to care for 

QT if I shipped her, so I rented a car, got in it and drove the 

2800 miles from here to there.  Once we got to Marin 

County, QT would not cooperate. She was not ready so we 

waited and waited.  Finally we got a breeding after I had 

hung around for 2 weeks.  Even then, we had to muzzle her 

and put her in a 2 person wrestling hold to enable ET to 

accomplish the breeding. 

Carolyn kindly loaned me the use of her guest house while I 

was there.  She lived in a gated little bit of forest with the 

main house and swimming pool about 100 yards from the 

Redwood Grove which was in front of the guest house.  The 

guest house had its own little fenced yard and when ET was 

home, I had to keep Sky with me so they wouldnôt fight. 

There is nowhere like California.  The people in the north 

declare that they are not weird like in the south, but to any-

one from east of Colorado, they all seem more alike than 

different.  

California is a beautiful place, as were many of the locales I 

visited on my way out there. 

I stayed one night on the southern end of the Grand Can-

yon and was bewitched anew by the Rocky Mountains.  The 

weather was so cool and dry, it made me long to have a 

home there. 

The breeding resulted in a nice litter born on September 

13th. There were only 2 males, one of which went to the 

Nancy and Steve Donahue.  The other male went to 

Gwynne McDevitt.  Helen kept a female; one went to Suzie 

as a replacement for one of her pet buyers; three went to 

the west coast; one to Virginia and one to North Carolina. 

No puppy for me. 

A year ago, Dixon (Gwynne McDevittôs little male) was di-

agnosed with Juvenile renal dysplasia.  He died December 

28th 2010. Tragic for the breed and for Gwynne. 

My next litter was to give me something of QT.  I bred her 

to Rebel (Champion Blackhurst Damn Yankee, JH) I ex-

pected great things from that litter.  To my great surprise, 3 

of the puppies had severe under bites by the time they were 

3 weeks old.  It is amazing how hard it is to find a home for 

imperfect specimens.  I kept my preference and sold the 

other male with the good bite to the Dunhams, tragically, 

he was killed by a car when only a few months old.  The re-

maining pick is doing fine and is the father of the litter that 

Jet is expecting. You probably know him as Blackhurst 

Navigator, JH òGatorò.  Does anyone have an O? 

I am glad that I kept Gator.  I was having trouble keeping 

my dogs in the summer after the N litter was born; QT and 

Gator went on a tear on a rainy night, both were hit on the 

highway, Gator survived it, QT didnôt. 

Such a waste of so much potential.  I found her the evening 

after when I was on my way to teach an obedience class.  

Though it made me late, I stopped and picked her up and 

carried her home.  She is buried under a hickory tree. 

Over the course of 32 years, Gordon Setters have been my 

family and my touchstone.  They have been a constant 

through marriage and divorce in sickness and in health.  

Good times and bad have always been set the backdrop of 

Gordon Plaid. 

Jet  
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Upcoming Eventsé.  

 

January 30th - Hollywood, FL, Dog Bowl V,  Benefiting: Boxer Friends, Inc. For dogs and their people. 

Games, Contests, Prizes, Raffle, $1,000 Grand Prize Raffle Dog Massage CGC Testing For more information, 

please call 954-646-3786 or email info@boxerfriends.org.  

 

February 5th - Ft Lauderdale, FL, Shetland Sheepdog Club of Southeast Florida, All Breed Nutrition and Re-

production seminar with Royal Canin Veterinarians. For information contact Lorna Staab  at lor-

nastaab@hotmail.com 

 

March 11ð 13  Atlanta, GA,  This 3-day seminar by world-renowned dog trainer Dr. Ian Dunbar will cover a 
variety of topics which are at the heart of effective and enjoyable dog training. Note: This is a human seminar 
and not a doggy workshop. For more information, please call (800) 784 5531 or email jkpub@aol.com  
 
March 12 - Lawrenceville, GA,  Lawrenceville KC, Canine First Aid presented by The American Red Cross. For 

more information contact Pat Joyce - Email: patjoyce1@att.net Phone: 770-938-7032 

 

April 9th - Huntsville, AL , Bark in the Park,  For more information, please call 256 -532-1578 ex. 17 or email 

smitht5@aces.edu 

 

April 17th ð Perry, GA,  Gordon Setter Club of Greater Atlanta, Back 2 Back Specialties!!! Show chair Patty 

Wagner. 

 

April 30th - Auburn, GA, For the Love of Dogs, Dog Festival for everyone and the dogs we love. We have the 

widest range of activities of any dog festival known to man.  Demonstrations of cart pulling, agility, herding, 

obedience, rally, tracking and many more. We have vendors selling all types of dog products, microchipping, 

groomers, children activities, mock show, contest for dogs and they're people, CGC testing, games for dogs 

and children.  Come help us make this year the best ever, bring the children and dogs for all the wonderful ac-

tivities we will provide. Let us help make your children more aware of proper dog behavior with fun classes 

and activities in training, first aid and how to approach a dog for safety. For more information, please call 678

-425-5530 or email beck0228@gmail.com 

 

Club Stuff...  

Annual Dues... Club dues for 2011 are due on Febru-

ary 1st. Please make checks payable to GSCGA and 

remit to club treasurer Tom Haley, 10490 Windsor 

Park Dr. ,  Johnôs Creek, GA 30022. 

Next Meeting Dateé The next meeting is tenta-

tively planned for  February 5th and is to be held at 

the Jonesboro Rd shows in Atlanta. 

Specialty Catalogue Adsé The deadline to submit 

ads for the Specialty catalogue is Feb 15th. We are of-

fering discounted rates to GSCGA members. 

Trophiesé If you have not yet pledged to sponsor a 

class at the specialty there is still time! If interested 

drop me (Becky) a note at loveappies@comcast.net 
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Congratulationsé.New Titles RA & JHôs 

CH Blackthornôs Look Whoôs Talkinô BN RA JH 

CGC, Bred by Betty Bradbury, owned by Tom & 

Becky Haley  

New Junior Hunters  

CH Blackdiamondôs Angel Called Duncan, Bred By 

Barbara Barfield and Debbie Bjerkestrand, Owned 

by Ron & Pam Jacobson  

 

Mida And Amberloveôs Southern Heat, Bred by Judy 

& Lang Claypool and Roseanne Schweigerath, 

Owned by Stewart & Terry Anderson  

 

Tanderaôs E Ticket Ride, Bred by Patrick & Carla 

Joyce, Owned by Patty Wagner, Alex Wagner and 

Carla Joyce  

 

Tanderaôs On The Rocks RE, Bred and Owned by 

Carla & Patrick Joyce  
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Candid shots from the VCMA Hunting Test in Milner , GA   January 8th  


