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When my husband and I married about 40 
years ago, we acquired an irish setter who 
lived to be 12. She had been gone for a cou-
ple of weeks when we went on vacation to 
Florida. We missed our irish girl so bad. We 
were in a restaurant eating dinner one eve-
ning in FL when I picked up a local paper. 
There was an ad for a Gordon setter female 
for sale. We had seen them at dog shows 

and liked them so we called on this girl. She 
was beautiful and we paid for her with trav-
elers checks and thus, our first Gordon, 
Samantha. That was about 1981. This began 
our love of the Gordon. We tried showing 
Sam , as we called her, but she was not a 
show dog.  

Our second Gordon came from Leslie An-
drews and was out of McMurphys Make 
Mine Scotch. She became our first show 
Gordon. Our third Gordon came from 
Marlene Mortera. She was pointed but then 
her bite went. She was our only Gordon to 
bloat. Fortunately she lived through it but it 
left her with heart problems to which she 

succumbed We bred one litter of gordons 
and two of those became champions. 

Through the love of our gordons, we started 
doing rescue. The first Gordon rescues we 
picked up were two little puppies in the 
shelter in  Dickson Co TN. . Beth Beatty 
took them and placed them in Abing-
ton ,VA. This was in 1994. Our second res-
cue came from a gundog retreat and was 

Princess DI. She had papers but it was later 
discovered that these were not her AKC pa-
pers.  

In 1996 we rescued Holly who was left tied 
in the front of Animal Land in Franklin , 
TN. I sincerely think she was the same little 
Gordon I had seen out in the street on my 
way to work several days and stopped one 
morning and told the owners if I saw her 
out there again, I was going to pick her up. 
We then pulled a Gordon from Nashville 
Humane Assoc and placed her. Our next 
rescue was Tristan who was in Gallatin TN 
with her litter of puppies.  

My Life With Gordons  by Anna Niggler  

Samantha , Hannah and Abby  

Beth & Anna  
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The owners brought her in and did not even know 
what breed she was...This was in 2001 and she went to 
a family in Atlanta.  

 

Our next rescues were two strays running the streets 
in Gallatin TN. It took forever to catch the female.  
These dogs were found the day after Christmas in 
2001. 

Our next rescue came in 2004 and had been adopted 
from Gordon Rescue and being returned. He was 

adopted to a wonderful home in VA in 2004. In 2005 
I received a call from a vet that they had a Gordon to 
euthanize because he got in a fight with the owners 
other dog over food.  I had placed one of my Gordon 
puppies with a wonderful family in TN and she had 
died so I called them.  

I had this Gordon placed within 3 hours of pulling 
him and he still lives with the family. Liddy was an 
owner surrender in 2004 and lived with us until her 
death in 2009.  Jay was a big male surrendered by 
owners in 2003 and lived with us until 2008 when he 
died from pneumonia. Our next rescue came from 
Nashville Animal Control in 2006. He had been 
thrown out of a car and was in bad shape. He had sev-
eral bad wounds but his spirit was good. He was 
placed with a loving single lady in TN and was actually 

featured on the Nashville news.  Wiley was a little 
Gordon setter mix pulled from the shelter in Mur-
freesboro TN  in 2006 and went to a home in AL. For-
tunately we did not have another rescue until 2008 
when we got Harris at FT Campbell KY. He was pulled 
by Bonnie Foster and went to a home in Florida. Next 
came Ruby, then Lindsay.  

Then came Willie. This was an unusual story. Sumner 
Co called me and said they had a male Gordon. They 
told me he was intact. I drove up there and was going 
over the dog and reached for his testicles and said 
something is not right here. This was not a male dog 
but was a 12 year old female. I had her for a few days 
when animal control called and said her owners had 
come in looking for her. This sweet girl was returned 
to her owners.    

 

Continued on page 3 

Tristan  

Male rescue from Gallatin, TN  

Lindsay  
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In 2009 we pulled Lily from Hopkinsville , KY. We 
then got  Mattie, an owner surrender. Sal was pulled 
from Crossville TN where animal control officers are 
now reportedly shooting the dogs. Sunny Belle  was an 
owner surrender  rescued in 2010. These last dogs 
have been placed through GSCGA. 

We currently have two gordons, Wyoming, age 3,  and 
Skye, age 10 mo.. We have thoroughly enjoyed the 
Gordon Setter and will forever help rescue them. 
Hopefully Wyoming and Skye will be in competition 
this year and become champions. Wyoming has not 
been shown much this past year due to personal 
changes in our lives but we are proud of our two dogs 
and know they will become AKC champions. 

We have met so many people and made so many 
friends in our lives with Gordons and this is what we 
treasure so much. 

Hannah  

Upcoming Eventsé.  

 

February 26th - Durham, NC, Durham Kennel Club The Durham Kennel Club will be hosting an all -breed 
health clinic on February 26, 2011 at the Durham Kennel Club building in Durham. Tests available include 
Vetgen, Optigen, CERF, BAER, Cardiac, Patellar Luxation, Microchip, Tattoo, TNS, EIC, LPN1, Thyroid, 
Titers, Tick Panels, CBC, and more.  Full details are available at: http://durhamkennelclub.com/
clinic/2011_DKC_clinics_flyer_pub.pdf   

March 11ð 13  Atlanta, GA,  This 3-day seminar by world-renowned dog trainer Dr. Ian Dunbar will cover a 
variety of topics which are at the heart of effective and enjoyable dog training. Note: This is a human seminar 
and not a doggy workshop. For more information, please call (800) 784 5531 or email jkpub@aol.com  
 
March 12 - Lawrenceville, GA,  Lawrenceville KC, Canine First Aid presented by The American Red Cross. For 

more information contact Pat Joyce - Email: patjoyce1@att.net Phone: 770-938-7032 

 

April 9th - Huntsville, AL , Bark in the Park,  For more information, please call 256 -532-1578 ex. 17 or email 

smitht5@aces.edu 

 

April 17th ð Perry, GA,  Gordon Setter Club of Greater Atlanta, Back 2 Back Specialties!!! Show chair Patty 

Wagner. 

 

April 30th - Auburn, GA, For the Love of Dogs, Dog Festival for everyone and the dogs we love. We have the 

widest range of activities of any dog festival known to man.  Demonstrations of cart pulling, agility, herding, 

obedience, rally, tracking and many more. We have vendors selling all types of dog products, microchipping, 

groomers, children activities, mock show, contest for dogs and they're people, CGC testing, games for dogs 

and children.  Come help us make this year the best ever, bring the children and dogs for all the wonderful ac-

tivities we will provide. Let us help make your children more aware of proper dog behavior with fun classes 

and activities in training, first aid and how to approach a dog for safety. For more information, please call 678

-425-5530 or email beck0228@gmail.com 

 

 

http://durhamkennelclub.com/clinic/2011_DKC_clinics_flyer_pub.pdf
http://durhamkennelclub.com/clinic/2011_DKC_clinics_flyer_pub.pdf
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Comments on the Progressive Retinal Atrophy Gene rcd -4  Identified in the Gordon 

Setter  
 

Jerold S Bell, DVM, Tufts Cummings School of Veterinary Medicine jerold.bell@tufts.edu  

 (Reprinted by permission from the Feb., 2011  Gordon Setter Club of Greater Atlanta Newsletter) 

 

The announcement of the identification of a novel Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) gene causing blindness in the 

Gordon Setter is very exciting.  Whenever a gene is discovered and a genetic test is developed, it provides a powerful tool 

for breed health improvement.  In order to understand all of the parameters and implications of this gene and genetic 

test, the background research needs to be reviewed. 

  

The research that identified this gene was funded by the British Gordon Setter Clubs.  Contrary to information on inter-

net Gordon Setter lists, the research was conducted solely by Dr. Mellershôs laboratory at the Animal Health Trust in the 

UK.  There was no collaboration with any other research group.  Since PRA also causes blindness in Gordon Setters in the 

United States, DNA samples from confirmed PRA affected Gordons, their relatives, and control dogs were sent to Dr. 

Mellersh for the research.  Many of the DNA samples were sent from the OFA/AKC Canine Health Foundation adminis-

tered CHIC DNA Repository.  The research would not have been possible without the samples from the CHIC DNA Re-

pository.  

  

What the research found is that there are two different genetic forms of PRA in the Gordon Setter.  The 

research found that all of the PRA affected Gordon Setters from the UK had the rcd-4 form of PRA.  Two of the con-

firmed US PRA affected Gordon Setters did not have this defective gene.  These two dogs had a much earlier age of onset 

of blindness of 3 and 6 years of age, versus almost 10 years of age for the rcd-4 form of PRA.  The following summarizes 

what we know about both forms of PRA in the Gordon Setter: 

  

rcd-4 form of PRA: 

-Autosomal recessive inheritance (both parents must be carriers to produce affected) 

-Average age of onset of blindness of almost 10 years of age 

-All current confirmed PRA affected UK Gordon Setters have this form 

-Approximately half of the confirmed PRA affected US Gordon Setters have this form 

-There will now be a test for carriers, affected, and normal dogs for the rcd-4 form only  

  

Unidentified earlier onset form of PRA : 

-Appears to be autosomal recessive inheritance (both parents must be carriers to produce affected) 

-Average age of onset of blindness of confirmed affected dogs is 5 years of age (range of 3 to 6 years). 

-Approximately half of the confirmed PRA affected US Gordon Setters have this form 

-There is no genetic test available 

 

 One issue that we will be dealing with in the US is the possibility that people with dogs who are related to Gordon Setters 

affected with the unidentified form of PRA will test their dogs for the rcd-4 gene and think they are clear of PRA.  Again, 

the test is only for the rcd-4 form of PRA.  In order to identify the gene causing the unidentified earlier onset form of 

PRA and have a test for this gene, we need more DNA samples from affected Gordon Setters and their close relatives.  

These can be donated through the CHIC DNA repository.  You can contact me or Dr. Mellersh if you feel you may have 

dogs whose DNA may be useful.  

 

We do not know the frequency of the defective rcd-4 gene, or the pedigree/gene pool spread of the gene in the Gordon 

Setter breed.  We know that the affected US dogs and UK dogs share the same mutation, and that they are not related 

(have no common ancestors) for seven to ten generations.  This indicates a very old gene in the breed.  Once a statisti-

cally sufficient number of Gordon Setters worldwide are genetic tested for the rcd-4 gene, we will have a better under-

standing of its impact on the gene pool.    

mailto:jerold.bell@tufts.edu
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As per the Animal Health Trust press release, the genetic test for the rcd-4 gene will become available from the not-for -

profit Animal Health Trust in the UK for £48 per sample (approximately US$77.25 as of Feb. 10, 2011 exchange rates).  

We are currently in negotiation to have the test offered in the United States by a not-for -profit testing corporation that 

will cost approximately the same, or possibly less than the AHT price.  We hope to have that information available 

shortly.  

  

Lastly, it is very important that we properly use the genetic test for rcd-4 to the best benefit of the Gordon Setter gene 

pool.  With the test we can ensure that from here on no Gordon Setter need be affected with the rcd-4 form of PRA.  As 

long as you breed your quality carrier (or even affected) dog to a normal testing dog, you will never produce an affected 

offspring.  You should replace quality carriers with quality, normal -testing offspring to maintain breeding lines and re-

duce the frequency of the defective gene.  A genetic test should not alter WHO gets bred, only WHO the dog 

gets BRED TO.  Please see the article, ñThe Effects of Genetic Testing: Constructive or Destructive?ò in this newsletter 

for more information.  

  

The Effects of Genetic Testing: Constructive or Destructive?   
By Jerold S. Bell, DVM, Tufts University School of Veterinary Medicine  

(This article originally appeared in the June, 2001 issue of the AKC Gazette; reprinted here by permission from Dr. 
Bell) 

 
Every breed has genetic disorders.  Finding tests that identify carriers of the genes which cause these disorders is a goal 
in all breeds.  Once a genetic test is found, however, it is a double-edged sword:  Its use can enable breeders to improve a 
breed or devastate it.  
Without genetic tests, the number of dogs that can be identified as carriers is low, even though many dogs may be sus-
pected of being carriers because they have relatives that are known to be affected.  Without tests, though, genetic-disease 
control involves breeding higher -risk dogs to lower-risk dogs.   Dog breeds have closed gene pools; in other words, the 
diversity of genes in a given breed is fixed.  The number of dogs removed from consideration for breeding based on con-
cerns regarding a specific genetic disease is usually low, and therefore does not greatly alter the breedôs gene pool, or di-
versity.  
However, once a genetic test is developed that allows breeders to positively determine if a dog is a carrier of a defective 
gene, many owners are likely to remove carrier dogs from their breeding stock.  Although doing so is human nature, this 
temptation must be overcome.  Any quality dog that you would have bred if it had tested normal should still be bred if it 
tests as a carrier.   
 
In such circumstances, carriers should be bred to normal-testing dogs.  This ensures that affected offspring will not be 
produced.  Carrier breeding stock should be subsequently replaced with normal-testing offspring that exceeds it in qual-
ity.   If the only quality offspring is also a carrier, then use that offspring to replace your original carrier. You have im-
proved the quality of your breeding stock, even though the defective gene remains in this generation.  It is certainly true, 
though, that the health of the breed does depend on diminishing the carrier frequency and not increasing it.   You should 
therefore limit the number of carrier -testing offspring that you place in breeding homes.  This does not mean, however, 
that you should prevent all of them from being bred.   It is important to carry on lines.   A test that should be used to help 
maintain breed diversity should not result in limiting it.  
 
Consider All Aspects   
We know that most dogs carry some unfavorable recessive genes. The more genetic tests that are developed, the greater 
chance there is of identifying an undesirable gene in your dog.  Remember, however, that your dog is not a single gene, 
an eye, a hip, or a heart.  Your dog carries tens of thousands of genes, and each dog is a part of the breed's gene pool. 
When considering a breeding, you must consider all aspects of the dog - such as health issues, conformation, tempera-
ment and performance - and weigh the pros and cons.  When a good-quality dog is found to carry a testable defective 
gene, there is a better option than removing that dog from your breeding program.   That option is to breed it, so that you 
can keep its good qualities in the gene pool, and then replace it in your program with a normal-testing dog.   
 
There are breeders who contend that no more than 10 percent of carrier dogs should be removed from breeding in each 
generation.  Otherwise, they say, the net loss to the gene pool would be too great. In fact, less than 10 percent of all dogs 
in a breed are ever used for breeding.  Dog breeds do not propagate according to what is known as the Hardy-Weinberg 
equilibrium, where all members of a group reproduce and pass on their genes to the next generation.  Breeders already 
place tremendous pressure on their gene pools through selective breeding decisions.  Indeed, breeders who focus their 
selective pressure on the more elusive traits in their dogs, rather than on testable and predictable single-gene conditions, 
are right to do so.   
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The Dangers    
It is important that breed clubs educate their owners on how genetic tests should be properly interpreted and used.  His-
tory has shown that breeders can be successful in reducing breed-wide genetic disease through testing and making in-
formed breeding choices.  You should remember, however, that there are also examples of breeds that have actually ex-
perienced more problems as a result of unwarranted culling and restriction of their gene pools.   
These problems include: reducing the incidence of one disease and increasing the incidence of another by repeated use of 
stud dogs known to be clear of the gene that causes the first condition; creating bottlenecks and diminishing diversity by 
eliminating all carriers of a gene from the pool, instead of breeding and replacing them; and concentrating on the pres-
ence or absence of a single gene and not the quality of the whole dog.  
Breeders are the custodians of their breed's past and future.  "Above all, do no harm" is a primary oath of all medical pro-
fessionals.  Genetic tests are powerful tools, and their use can cause significant positive or negative changes.  Breeders 
should be counselled on how to utilize test results for the best interests of the breed.  
 
Copyright 2002 Jerold S. Bell, D.V.M.  All rights reserved.    
 

Georgia Canine Coalition, Inc. 

Georgia General Assembly Session Report 

January, 2011 

The Georgia General Assembly went into Session for 2011 on January 10, 2011. 

The start of the 2011 Session has been very slow in general. 

 

Several bills that have been introduced that are of interest to dog owners are: 

 

House Bill 148- Dangerous Dog bill- Sponsored chiefly by Representative Maddox of the 172nd.  This bill was 
introduced and had its first reading in the House of Representatives on January 3, 2011.  This bill has been 
placed in Judiciary.  The GCC does have some concerns with this bill as it is currently written.  The GCC will 
be expressing those concerns at the appropriate time. 

 

House Bill 52-Dealing with Guide and Service Dogs- Sponsored by Representative Bearden of the 68th.  This 
bill is intended to add public and private schools, public and private colleges, and public and private universi-
ties to the places where disabled persons may use a guide or service dog.  It would also prohibit the requiring 
of extra deposits for those guide or service dogs.  The GCC is studying this bill but it appears at this point to be 
a good bill. 

 

House Bill 40 - This bill that would put a bittering agent into anti -freeze.  The GCC has been asked by the 
Sponsor to support this bill.  The Board of the GCC has voted to support this bill. 

 

The GCC has been told that a bill dealing with Animal Cruelty is currently being analyzed and may be intro-
duced.  The GCC will study any bill presented carefully. 

 

Please let the GCC know of any activity in your area concerning animal legislation or ordinances 

As always, the GCC appreciates the support of its members. 

 

Gail LaBerge 

President, GCC 
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Identification of Mutation for Progressive Retinal Atrophy in the Gordon SetterIdentification of Mutation for Progressive Retinal Atrophy in the Gordon Setter   

 

A mutation responsible for the development of Progressive Retinal Atrophy (PRA) in the Gordon Setter has been identi-

fied by geneticists working in the Kennel Club Genetics Centre at the Animal Health Trust.   

PRA is a well-recognised inherited condition that many breeds of dog are predisposed to.  The condition is characterised 

by bilateral degeneration of the retina which causes progressive vision loss that culminates in total blindness.  There is no 

treatment for PRA.  

Owners report that their affected dogs develop night blindness in the first instance, which is indicative of a rod -cone de-

generation, so we have termed this mutation rcd4  (for rod -cone degeneration 4) to distinguish it from other, previously 

described, forms of rod-cone degeneration.   

The mutation is recessive and 19 out of the 21 Gordon Setters in our study that had clinical signs of PRA were homozy-

gous (carried two copies) for this mutation, indicating it is the major cause of PRA in the breed. Two dogs in our study 

had PRA but did not carry the rcd4  mutation, indicating there might be another, genetically distinct, rarer form of PRA 

segregating in this breed.   

 

The Animal Health Trust has developed a DNA test for the rcd4  mutation that will be available from Monday 14 th  

March, 2011 .  DNA test kits will be available to order online, via our website ( www.aht.org.uk ) from March 14 th.  The 

price of the test will be £48 per sample, which includes VAT.   

 

The research that led to identification of the rcd4  mutation was funded by many different organisations, including the 

Kennel Club Charitable Trust, the British Gordon Setter Club, the Gordon Setter Field Trial Society, the Gordon Setter 

Association, the Gordon Setter Club of Scotland and the LUPA project (www.eurolupa.org.uk ) as well as several individu-

als who have also contributed significantly.  The AHT would like to thank sincerely all the organisations and individuals 

who donated funds to help support the research as well as all the owners who contributed DNA and information from 

their dogs. 

http://www.aht.org.uk/
http://www.eurolupa.org.uk/
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Though we didn't win, Amber (Aust Ch Am Ch 

Munroc Forest Amber, VGP) and 

I showed at Westminster this past tuesday, and had 

a great time.  We 

learned a lot (my first time at Westminster since it 

was all Champions, 

like since 1971!) and we will be better prepared if 

we do it again. - Rhonda 

Rhonda & Amber at Westminster  


